January 25, 2026

Words of Welcome
Psalm 34:1-3 (ESV)

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together!



January 25, 2026

Scripture Reading
Philippians 1:27-30 (ESV)

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and
see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,

28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.

29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him
but also suffer for his sake,

30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Verse 1:

A mighty fortress is our God

A bulwark never failing

Our Helper, He amid the flood

Of mortal ills prevailing

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe

His craft and power are great

And armed with cruel hate

On earth is not His equal

Verse 2:
Did we in our own strength confide
Our striving would be losing
Were not the right Man on our side
The Man of God’s own choosing
Dost ask who that may be
Christ Jesus, it is He
Lord Sabaoth His name
From age to age the same
And He must win the battle

Verse 3:
And though this world with devils filled
Should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us
The prince of darkness grim
We tremble not for him
His rage we can endure
For lo, his doom is sure
One little word shall fell him

Verse 4:
That word above all earthly powers
No thanks to them abideth
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through Him who with us sideth
Let goods and kindred go
This mortal life also
The body they may kill
God’s truth abideth still
His kingdom is forever
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Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth
Verse 1:
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,
and manifest thy virgin-birth:
let every age adoring fall;
such birth befits the God of all.

Verse 2:
Begotten of no human will,
but of the Spirit, thou art still
the Word of God, in flesh arrayed,
the Savior, now to us displayed.

Verse 3:
From God the Father he proceeds,
to God the Father back he speeds,
runs out his course to death and hell,
returns on God's high throne to dwell.

Verse 4:
O Jesu, virgin-born, to thee
eternal praise and glory be,
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen.
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In Christ Alone

Verse 1:

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm

What heights of love, what depths of peace

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease

My Comforter, my All in All

Here in the love of Christ I stand

Verse 2:
In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

Verse 3:
There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

Verse 4:
No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
“Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I’1l stand
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New City Catechism

1: What Is Our Only Hope in Life and Death?

Full Answer

That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death, to God and to our
Savior Jesus Christ.

Children's Answer
That we are not our own but belong to God.

Scripture

ROMANS 14:7-8

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

Commentary

JOHN CALVIN

If we, then, are not our own but the Lord’s, it is clear what error we must flee, and whither we
must direct all the acts of our life. We are not our own: let not our reason nor our will, therefore,
sway our plans and deeds. We are not our own: let us therefore not set it as our goal to seek what
is expedient for us. . . . We are not our own: in so far as we can, let us forget ourselves and all
that is ours. Conversely, we are God’s: let us therefore live for him and die for him. We are
God’s: let his wisdom and will therefore rule all our actions. We are God’s: let all the parts of
our life accordingly strive toward him as our only lawful goal. O, how much has that man
profited who, having been taught that he is not his own, has taken away dominion and rule from
his own reason that he may yield it to God! For, as consulting our self-interest is the pestilence
that most effectively leads to our destruction, so the sole haven of salvation is to be wise in
nothing and to will nothing through ourselves but to follow the leading of the Lord alone.
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Christ Our Hope in Life and Death
Verse 1:
What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong.

Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?

The love of Christ, in which we stand.

Chorus:
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal;
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.

Verse 2:
What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood.

Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?

Verse 3:
Unto the grave, what shall we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.

There we will rise to meet the Lord,
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy,
When Christ is ours forevermore.
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Sermon
The Physician Who Heals from Afar

John 4:43-54 (ESV)

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee.

44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.)

45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in
Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.

46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum
there was an official whose son was ill.

47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked
him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.

48 So Jesus said to him, "Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe."

49 The official said to him, "Sir, come down before my child dies."

50 Jesus said to him, "Go; your son will live." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to
him and went on his way.

51 As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering.

52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, "Yesterday at
the seventh hour the fever left him."

53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." And he
himself believed, and all his household.

54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
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Hope of the Ages
Verse 1:
The prophets had glimpsed and the angels had watched with awe
The unfolding plans of our faithful, redeeming God
What they longed for we have seen; what was promised we believe

Chorus:
Hope of the Ages, Isaiah’s Great Light
Abraham’s offspring, Blessing of Jacob, Judah’s might
Hope of the Ages, David’s true Son
Desire of nations, promised salvation, God with us

Verse 2:
The vision once clouded has now to our hearts appeared
Once shrouded in myst’ry, redemption has been made clear
Our Messiah now has come; Word made Flesh, the Saving One

Chorus:
Hope of the Ages, Isaiah’s Great Light
Abraham’s offspring, Blessing of Jacob, Judah’s might
Hope of the Ages, David’s true Son
Desire of nations, promised salvation, God with us

Bridge:
All hail the One now revealed to the world
In Bethlehem born to a young virgin girl
Lamb without blemish yet cruelly betrayed
Who cried “it is finished” and rose from the grave!
The Father’s great gift and the proof of His love
Hope of the Ages, our God here with us

Chorus:
Hope of the Ages, Isaiah’s Great Light
Abraham’s offspring, Blessing of Jacob, Judah’s might
Hope of the Ages, David’s true Son
Desire of nations, promised salvation, God with us
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Benediction
Jude 1:24-25 (ESV)

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy,

25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.



