
 August 16, 2026  

Words of Welcome 
Psalm 98:1-3 (ESV) 
 
 1 A Psalm. Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand 

and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 2 The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 
 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of 

the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
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Scripture Reading 
James 4:13-17 (ESV) 
 
 13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and 

spend a year there and trade and make a profit"-- 
 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that." 
 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 
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Thunder Wondrously 
Verse 1: 

Fairer than every lily 
In all the valleys of the Earth 
Who can contain Your beauty? 
Who can describe all that You’re worth? 

 
Chorus: 

Oh God You are salvation 
The ruler of the earth and sea 
Your voice will shake the nations 
And thunder wondrously 

 
Verse 2: 

Lord, you will roar from Zion 
Glorious justice in Your voice 
What man can stand before You? 
Before You, in wonder, we rejoice! 

 
Bridge: 

Mysterious, 
Marvelous, wondrous God! 
My Shepherd you 
Comfort me with Your staff and rod 
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All Creatures of Our God and King 
Verse 1:  

All creatures of our God and King  
Lift up your voice and with us sing  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Thou, burning sun with golden beam  
Thou, silver moon with softer gleam  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Verse 2:  

Let all things their Creator bless  
And worship Him in humbleness  
O praise Him! Alleluia  
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son  
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Verse 3:  

All the Redeemed washed by His blood  
Come and rejoice in His great love  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Christ has defeated every sin  
Cast all your burdens now on Him  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Verse 4:  

He shall return in pow’r to reign  
Heaven and earth will join to say  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Then who shall fall on bended knee?  
All creatures of our God and King  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Lift High the Name of Jesus 
Verse 1 

Lift high the name of Jesus, 
Of Jesus our King. 
Make known the power of His grace, 
The beauty of His peace. 
Remember how His mercy reached 
And we cried out to Him. 
He lifted us to solid ground, 
To freedom from our sin. 

 
Chorus 

Oh sing my soul, 
And tell all He’s done, 
Till the earth and heavens are filled with His glory! 

 
Verse 2 

Lift high the name of Jesus, 
Of Jesus our Lord. 
His power in us is greater than, 
Is greater than this world. 
To share the reason for our hope, 
To serve with love and grace, 
That all who see Him shine through us 
Might bring the Father praise. 

 
Verse 3 

Lift high the name of Jesus, 
Of Jesus our Light. 
No other name on earth can save, 
Can raise a soul to life. 
He opens up our eyes to see 
The harvest He has grown. 
We labor in His fields of grace 
As He leads sinners home. 
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New City Catechism 
 

30: What is Faith in Jesus Christ? 
Full Answer 
Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of everything that God has revealed in his Word, 
trusting in him, and also receiving and resting on him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in 
the gospel. 
 
Children's Answer 
Receiving and resting on him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel. 
 
Scripture 
GALATIANS 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 
 
Commentary 
JONATHAN EDWARDS 
Upon the whole, the best, and clearest, and most perfect definition of justifying faith, and most 
according to the Scripture, that I can think of, is this, faith is the soul’s entirely embracing the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as our Saviour. The word embrace is a metaphorical expression; but I 
think it is much clearer than any proper expression whatsoever; it is called believing, because 
believing is the first act of the soul in embracing a narration or revelation: and embracing, when 
conversant about a revelation or thing declared, is more properly called believing, than loving or 
choosing. If it were conversant about a person only, it would be more properly called loving. If it 
were conversant about a gift, an inheritance, or reward, it would more properly be called 
receiving or accepting. 
 
The definition might have been expressed in these words: faith is the soul’s entirely adhering and 
acquiescing in the revelation of Jesus Christ as our Saviour—Or thus: faith is the soul’s 
embracing that truth of God, that reveals Jesus Christ as our Saviour—Or thus: faith is the soul’s 
entirely acquiescing in, and depending upon, the truth of God, revealing Christ as our Saviour. 
 
It is the whole soul according and assenting to the truth, and embracing of it. There is an entire 
yielding of the mind and heart to the revelation, and a closing with it, and adhering to it, with the 
belief, and with the inclination and affection. 
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In Christ Alone 
Verse 1: 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 
Verse 2: 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
‘Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

 
Verse 3: 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 
Verse 4: 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
‘Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 
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Sermon 
The Lamb and His Enemies 

 
Revelation 12:1-14:20 (ESV) 
 
12:1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under 

her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 
 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten 

horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 
 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon 

stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he 
might devour it. 

 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her 
child was caught up to God and to his throne, 

 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she 
is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 

 7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon 
and his angels fought back, 

 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 
 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world-- he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him. 

 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 

 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
for they loved not their lives even unto death. 

 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 
for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 

 13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman 
who had given birth to the male child. 

 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the 
serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time. 

 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away 
with a flood. 

 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 

 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her 
offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
And he stood on the sand of the sea. 

 
13:1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 

its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 
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 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a 
lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. 

 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the 
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 

 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?" 

 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed 
to exercise authority for forty-two months. 

 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, 
that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it 
over every tribe and people and language and nation, 

 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before 
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 

 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 
 10 If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 

with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
 11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like 

a dragon. 
 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its 

inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 
 13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 
 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who 

dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword 
and yet lived. 

 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast 
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be 
slain. 

 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked 
on the right hand or the forehead, 

 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the 
number of its name. 

 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. 

 
14:1 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had 

his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 
 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud 

thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 
 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and 

before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed 
from the earth. 

 4 It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who 
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits 
for God and the Lamb, 

 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 
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 6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 

 7 And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 
water." 

 8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made 
all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality." 

 9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the 
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 

 10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and 
he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 

 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name." 

 12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and 
their faith in Jesus. 

 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, 
for their deeds follow them!" 

 14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with 
a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 

 15 And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the 
cloud, "Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth 
is fully ripe." 

 16 So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
 17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 
 18 And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he 

called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, "Put in your sickle and gather 
the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe." 

 19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and 
threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 20 And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as 
high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Rev. 12:1-14:20 ESV) 
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Abide With Me 
Verse 1 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;  
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.  
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee,  
Help of the helpless, abide with me.  

 
Verse 2 

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile;  
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile,  
Thou hast not left me, though I oft left Thee,  
On to the close Lord, abide with me.  

 
Verse 3 

I need Thy presence, every passing hour.  
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power?  
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.  

 
Verse 4 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless  
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness  
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?  
I triumph still, abide with me.  

 
Verse 5 

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;  
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.  
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;  
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me.  
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Benediction 
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV) 
 
 24 The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
 26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 


