August 23, 2026

Words of Welcome
Psalm 1 (ESV)

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;

2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does
not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the

righteous;
6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Scripture Reading
James 5:1-6 (ESV)

1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.

3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will
eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.

4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are
crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of

hosts.
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in

a day of slaughter.
6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
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Hear O Israel

Verse:

Hear O Israel, the people of the Lord

Be still and know that He is God

Love the Lord your God with the fullness of your heart

With all your mind, your strength and soul

We draw near through Christ who saves us

We draw near to the throne of Grace

Chorus:
Hear O Israel, the people of the Lord
Come lift your voice and praise your King
Come, people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
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Come People of the Risen King

Verse 1:

Come people of the risen King

Who delight to bring Him praise

Come all and tune your hearts to sing

To the Morning Star of grace

From the shifting shadows of the earth

We will lift our eyes to Him

Where steady arms of mercy reach

To gather children in

Chorus:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart one voice
O Church of Christ rejoice!

Verse 2:
Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace

Verse 3:
Come young and old from every land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age
"Our God is all in all!"
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Verse 1:

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace

Streams of mercy never ceasing

Call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet

Sung by flaming tongues above

Praise His name! I’m fixed upon it

Name of God’s redeeming love

Verse 2:
Hitherto Thy love has blest me;
Thou hast brought me to this place;
And I know Thy hand will lead me
Safely home by Thy good grace.
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wand’ring from the fold of God.
He, to rescue me from danger,
Bought me with His precious blood.

Verse 3:
O, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’'m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above!
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Lift High the Name of Jesus

Verse 1

Lift high the name of Jesus,

Of Jesus our King.

Make known the power of His grace,

The beauty of His peace.

Remember how His mercy reached

And we cried out to Him.

He lifted us to solid ground,

To freedom from our sin.

Chorus
Oh sing my soul,
And tell all He’s done,
Till the earth and heavens are filled with His glory!

Verse 2
Lift high the name of Jesus,
Of Jesus our Lord.
His power in us is greater than,
Is greater than this world.
To share the reason for our hope,
To serve with love and grace,
That all who see Him shine through us
Might bring the Father praise.

Verse 3
Lift high the name of Jesus,
Of Jesus our Light.
No other name on earth can save,
Can raise a soul to life.
He opens up our eyes to see
The harvest He has grown.
We labor in His fields of grace
As He leads sinners home.
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New City Catechism

31: What Do We Believe by True Faith?

Full Answer

Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ Creed expresses what we believe in these
words: We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Children's Answer

We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.

Scripture

JUDE 3

I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all
delivered to the saints.

Commentary

JOHN WESLEY

But what is faith? Not an opinion, no more than it is a form of words; not any number of
opinions put together, be they ever so true. A string of opinions is no more Christian faith, than a
string of beads is Christian holiness. It is not an assent to any opinion, or any number of
opinions. A man may assent to three, or three-and-twenty creeds: he may assent to all the Old
and New Testament (at least, as far as he understands them) and yet have no Christian faith at all.

... Christian faith . . . is a divine evidence or conviction wrought in the heart, that God is
reconciled to me through his Son; inseparably joined with a confidence in him, as a gracious
reconciled Father, as for all things, so especially for all those good things which are invisible and
eternal. To believe (in the Christian sense) is, then, to walk in the light of eternity; and to have a
clear sight of, and confidence in, the Most High, reconciled to me through the Son of his love.

It is the whole soul according and assenting to the truth, and embracing of it. There is an entire
yielding of the mind and heart to the revelation, and a closing with it, and adhering to it, with the
belief, and with the inclination and affection.
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Christ Our Hope In Life And Death
Verse 1:
What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong.

Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?

The love of Christ, in which we stand.

Chorus:
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal;
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.

Verse 2:
What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood.

Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?

Verse 3:
Unto the grave, what shall we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.

There we will rise to meet the Lord,
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy,
When Christ is ours forevermore.
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Sermon
Babylon Falls

Revelation 15:1-19:10 (ESV)

15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues,
which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.

2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire-- and also those who had
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of
glass with harps of God in their hands.

3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
"Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways,
O King of the nations!

4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will
come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed."

5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened,

6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright
linen, with golden sashes around their chests.

7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the
wrath of God who lives forever and ever,

8 and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no
one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God."

2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores
came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse,
and every living thing died that was in the sea.

4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became
blood.

5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, "Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who
was, for you brought these judgments.

6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink.
It is what they deserve!"

7 And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!"

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire.

9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over
these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged
into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish

11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up,
to prepare the way for the kings from the east.

13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out
of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.
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14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.

15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his
garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!")

16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple,
from the throne, saying, "It is done!"

18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such
as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake.

19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his
wrath.

20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found.

21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they
cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.

17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,

2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of
whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk."

3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet
beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns.

4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls,
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual
immorality.

5 And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes
and of earth's abominations."

6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
When I saw her, | marveled greatly.

7 But the angel said to me, "Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and
of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.

8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to
destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life
from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is
to come.

9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman
1s seated;

10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and
when he does come he must remain only a little while.

11 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to
destruction.

12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they
are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast.

13 These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.

14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords
and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful."
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15 And the angel said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are
peoples and multitudes and nations and languages.

16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make
her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire,

17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing
over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

18 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth."

18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the
earth was made bright with his glory.

2 And he called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a
dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a
haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.

3 For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of
the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown
rich from the power of her luxurious living."

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take
part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues;

5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

6 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a
double portion for her in the cup she mixed.

7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment and
mourning, since in her heart she says, 'l sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall
never see.’

8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she
will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her."

9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her,
will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning.

10 They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, "Alas! Alas! You great city, you
mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come."

11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo
anymore,

12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of
scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron
and marble,

13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep,
horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

14 "The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your
splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!"

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her
torment, weeping and mourning aloud,

16 "Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned
with gold, with jewels, and with pearls!

17 For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste." And all shipmasters and seafaring
men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off

18 and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, "What city was like the great city?"
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19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, "Alas, alas, for the
great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour she has
been laid waste.

20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given
judgment for you against her!"

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,
"So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more;

22 and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you
no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill
will be heard in you no more,

23 and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will
be heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations
were deceived by your sorcery.

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on
earth."

19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying
out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

2 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the
earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants."

3 Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever."

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who
was seated on the throne, saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"

5 And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear
him, small and great."

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and
his Bride has made herself ready;

8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"-- for the fine linen is the
righteous deeds of the saints.

9 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God."

10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, "You must not do that!  am a
fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God."
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.

12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name
written that no one knows but himself.

13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of
God.

14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white
horses.
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15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule
them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty.

16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that
fly directly overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God,

18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and
their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great."

19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against
him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.

20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the
signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the
horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.
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Great Redeemer
Verse 1:
Beneath my Great Redeemer’s cross,
I kneel in streams of mercy;
His blood removes my guilty stain;
His grace has made me worthy
To stand before His holiness and bow my grateful soul;
Beneath my Great Redeemer’s cross, I worship Christ alone.

Chorus:
Great Redeemer, Jesus
Great Redeemer, Jesus

Verse 2:
I long to see my Savior’s face,
To gaze upon His beauty,
To lose myself in His embrace,
At last, behold His glory;
The Lamb of God Who died for me has made my sin His own,
And bore my shame upon the cross; I worship Him alone.

Ending:
O, Lamb of God, You died for me, and made my sin Your own,
And bore my shame upon the cross; I worship You alone;
I worship You alone; I worship You alone.
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Benediction
Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV)

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,

21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.



